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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 


March  1,  19^9 


Snow  accumulation  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Colorado  River 
in  1/Vyoming,  Colorado  and  New  i.lexico  has  been  much  above  average 
to  iviarch  1,    Snowfall  has  been  heaviest  in  Southwestern  Colorado, 
about  $0  percent  above  normal  for  tnis  date.    Relatively  less 
snow  has  occurred  in  the  Upper  Colorado  River  and  other  tribu- 
tarj.ese     Valley  areas  are  snow  covered  at  high  and  medium  eleva- 
tions in  Colorado  and  "vVyoming,     Soil  moisture  conditions  are 
described  as  good  to  excellent  throughout  the  basin. 

The  highest  snov;  cover  since  snow  surveys  were  started 
in  1938  remains  on  most  courses  in  Arizona;     Streamflov/  has  been 
i  high  but  recent  precipitation  in  valley  areas  has  been  below 
I  normal o 


COLORADO  RIVER  AMD  TRJ'.BUTARIES 
IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River  (above  Grand  Junction);  The  snow  cover  on  the 
Colorado  River  watershed  above  Grand  Junction  is  22  percent  over 
normal  and  l5  percent  above  a  year  ago.    The  distribution  of  snow 
on  the  ■w^atershed  indicates  that  normal  snow  cover  exists  on  the 
Blue^  Eraser  and  Roaring  Fork  Rivers  and  considerably  above  normal 
on  other  tributaries  in  Colorado c     Storage  in  Green  Mountain  Reser- 
voir is  6J4j500  acre-feet^  as  compared  to  jhj^OO  a  year  agOc  February 
precipitation  was  generally  deficient  but  soil  moisture  conditions 
are  described  as  good  to  excellent^ 

Gunnison  Rivere     The  snov/  cover  on  the  Gunnison  River  is  similar 
to  the  Colorado  River  main  stem:,     Average  snow-water  content  is  20 
percent  above  nonnal  and  22  percent  higher  than  last  year.  Seasonal 
precipitation  in  valley  areas  has  been  well  above  average  and  soil 
is  saturated;     Snov,  is  gone  from  valley  areas  but  covers  the  low 
hills..    Storage  in  Taylor  Park  Reservoir  is  now  63;, 000  acre- feet© 
On  Larch  1,  19U8  the  reservoir  contained  89,000  acre- feet, 

Yampa  and  T.'i/hite  Rivers'.  Snovj'-water  content  measured  on  the 
headwaters  of  the  Yampa  River  is  3h  percent  above  normal.  Valley 
areas  are  snow  coveredo    Seasonal  precipitation  has  been  much  above 
averages     On  the  IVhite  River  watershed  the  February  increase  in  snow 
cover  was  substantially  above  normal  and  the  current  average  is  33 
percent  over  the  past  average  for  ?:arch  1  and  h2  percent  over  last 
year. 
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San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers:    Seasonal  snov/fall  to  date  has  been 
very  high  at  all  elevations  in  the  San  Juan  Basine    Average  snow- 
water content  is  26  percent  above  last  year  at  this  time  when  the 
snow  cover  v/as  also  unusually  heavy..    The  heavy  snow  cover  extends 
into  the  San  Juan  drainage  basin  in  New  Mexico c    On  the  Animas  River 
the  average  snow-water  content  is  50  percent  above  normals  Storage 
in  Vallecito  Reservoir  is  now  55,000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  57,000 
on  February  1,  and  66^,000  a  year  ago,,    Electra  Lake  now  has  in  storage 
11^500  acre-feet e    Streamflow  has  been  below  normal  due  to  the  ex- 
treme cold  and  soil  moisture  conditions  are  reported  as  excellento 

Dolores  Riven    On  the  headwaters  of  the  Dolores  and  San  Miguel 
Rivers  tlie  snow  cover  is  6?  percent  above  normal  and  is  relatively 
hig-her  than  for  other  streams  in  Colorado,     Streamflow  has  been 
lowa     Soil  moisture  in  the  Cortez  area  is  reported  as  very  goodo 
Range  conditions  are  only  fairo    Storage  in  Groundhog  Reservoir  is 
dovm  from  a  year  agOo 

GREEK  RIVER  IN  V.10MING 

From  limited  snow  surveys  on  the  Green  River  in  Wyoming  March  1^ 
the  snow-water  content  is  29  percent  above  average  and  60  percent 
above  last  year  at  this  time.    Winter  precipitation  in  valley  areas 
has  been  well  above  normal.    The  range  is  reported  as  dry  due  to 
lack  of  snoviT  melto 

COLORADO  RIVER  *D  TRIBUTARIES 

IN  ARIZONA 

The  water  supply  outlook  for  Arizona  continues  to  be  much 
improved  after  a  drought  covering  three  seasons.     The  snow  at 
practically  all  courses  in  heavier  than  any  time  since  snow  surveys 
were  started  in  1938«    One  some  low  courses  the  water  stored  in  the 
snow  is  slightly  less  than  on    ebru ar;:>'- 1  and  February  l5c.  Stream- 
flow  has  been  high  and  reservoirs  are  filling  rapidly.     The  soil  is 
saturated  at  higher  valley  elevations  but  is  drying  in  the  southern 
low  areas  due  to  lack  of  recent  precipitation.     Southern  ranges 
were  also  in  need  of  moisture  to  support  ^^rowtho 
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WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 
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3  Ua.io.is  oooporate  in  the  snov;  surveys  and  irrigation 

.^j,  gv',^  _  ^-bs  for  the  Colorado,  Missouri -Arkansas  and  Rio 

ae  waters;  rniahiiis  funcs  or  eerTioes. 

'  Colorado  State  Engineor 
'•■r  •;  ■  State  Engineer 
.  .....  _  cate  E:ii£;laeer 

NOW  iJexLoo  State  Eh^ineer 
:tontana  State  Enf^ineer 
:^obras]:a  State  Engineer 
Colorado  Sxporinent  Station 
Colorado  Srtension  Service 
Montejaa  Experiment  Station 
Utah  Experiment  Station 

artnent  of  Agriculture 

Forest  Service 

Soil  Consarvat;ion  oervice 
Department  of  Interior 

gureau  of  Reolamation 

'>  ^l  -.-ical  Survey 

.    ,  ..-lal  Pari:  Service 
Department  of  Coirarioroo 

'3eaL;her  Bureau 
.'ar  Departr.ent 

.'irmy  Engineer  Corps 

C'oloraao  Public  Service  Company 

"Te stern  Colorado  povrer  Company 

;  ionte-na  Pov.'er  Conpany 

Fuolio  Service  Company  of  New  iVfexico 

Denver  and  Rio  Grande  T/estern  Company 

City  -----ian 
City  of  Denver 
City  of  '^^"^  '"r 
v:,.IrJi.  uSIm^  _  x/lATIOHS 

Poudre  Valley  Yi'ater  Users*  Association 
Arkansas  Valley  Ditch  Association 
lolorijo  P.iver  ■Tater  Conservation  District 

ianaers  RaVervo'ir  ai:d  irrigation  Company 
San  Luis  Valley  Irrigation  District 
Santa  I^aria  Reservoir  Company 
-      • ^      Land  Company 

-0  Valley  Vfeter  Users'  Association 
V-yoiiiii         olopment  Company 
-  ■        -■  strict 

Pathfinder  Irrigation  District 
Salt  River  V- ' ^  ■  '  ■  ter  Users ' 
Se.r   'Crlos  1.  .    _^ ..u  and  i^ai:.        -  - 
;>.eserTrolr  and  Canal  Company 

t  ^        .i;A  .als  fur-oish  valuable  information  for 

repori  "-io^  ^8  gratefully  acknowledged. 


